My Servants the Prophets
Lesson 5 – Obadiah & Jonah: Lord of the Nations

I.
Obadiah: What Goes Around, Comes Around


A.
“Obadiah” can mean “__________________ of Yahweh” or “__________________ of



Yahweh.”  It was a fairly common name.  Nothing is known of his personal life or history.



B.
The Edomites were descendants of __________________, Jacob’s twin brother. They




lived in the mountainous desert region southeast of Israel, controlling major trade




routes through there.  Its major cities included Teman and Sela / _________________ –



famous for its massive buildings carved into the side of the cliff.


C.
The Edomites were a __________________ people, skilled in desert living.  They were



also known for their political and military __________________.  When the Babylonians




conquered Jerusalem in 586 BC, the Edomites helped __________________ and destroy




the city, and cut off any __________________ for the survivors.



D.
Here, God promises to __________________ Edom’s pride (1-7) and says they will be



_________________ and overpowered by those they thought allies. He will punish them



for their __________________ and lack of _________________ (8-18), but says He will



__________________ and bless His people (19-21; see also Jer. 49:7-22; Psalm 137:7).

II.
Jonah: Whose Side Are You On Anyway?


A.
Jonah (“__________________”) was a Northern prophet who preached during the time



of King Jeroboam II, 793-753 BC (2 Kings 14:25).  He was from the city of Gath-Hepher,




near Nazareth.  Other than his father’s name, we know nothing else about him.  This




book does not tell us any of Jonah’s __________________ or visions, but instead relates



the story of what happened to him.



B.
God commands Jonah to go to __________________, the capital of Assyria, and preach




against their wicked behavior; instead, he boards a ship heading __________________.



God sends a violent __________________ that threatens the ship, and the sailors throw



Jonah overboard.  God prepares a giant __________________ to swallow Jonah, and he




is there __________________ days and nights, an image of Jesus – Matt. 12:40; 16:21.



C.
Jonah is again sent to Ninevah, where he grudgingly __________________ God.  Led by




the king, the Ninevites __________________,  causing God to spare them. Jonah is



outraged, consumed by his self-righteousness and racial __________________.



D.
God causes a __________________ to grow, shading Jonah, but the next day it dies.



God says that Jonah has no right to be __________________ (4:4, 9), and that mercy




and __________________ are essential parts of His character.
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I.
Obadiah: What Goes Around, Comes Around


A.
“Obadiah” can mean “worshiper of Yahweh” or “servant of Yahweh.”  It was a fairly 




common name.  Nothing is known of his personal life or history.



B.
The Edomites were descendants of Esau, Jacob’s twin brother. They lived in the 




mountainous desert region southeast of Israel, controlling major trade routes through 




there.  Its major cities included Teman and Sela / Petra – famous for its massive 




buildings carved into the side of the cliff.



C.
The Edomites were a proud people, skilled in desert living.  They were also known for 




their political and military alliances.  When the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem in 586 




BC, the Edomites helped plunder and destroy the city, and cut off any escape for the 




survivors.



D.
Here, God promises to shatter Edom’s pride (1-7) and says they will be deceived and 



overpowered by those they thought allies. He will punish them for their cruelty and lack 



of mercy (8-18), but says He will restore and bless His people (19-21; Jer. 49:7-22;




Ps. 137:7).


II.
Jonah: Whose Side Are You On Anyway?


A.
Jonah (“Dove”) was a Northern prophet who preached during the time of Jeroboam II, 



793-753 BC (2 Kings 14:25).  He was from the city of Gath-Hepher, near Nazareth.  Other 



than his father’s name, we know nothing else about him.  This book does not tell us any 



of Jonah’s sermons or visions, but instead relates the story of what happened to him.





I must go down to the sea again, to the lonely sea and sky,





  And all I ask is a tall ship, and a star to steer her by.


B.
God commands Jonah to go to Ninevah, the capital of Assyria, and preach against their 



wicked behavior; instead, he boards a ship heading west.  God sends a violent wind that 



threatens the ship, and the sailors throw Jonah overboard.  God prepares a giant fish to 



swallow Jonah, and he is there three days and nights, an image of Jesus – Matt. 12:40; 



16:21.



C.
Jonah is again sent to Ninevah, where he grudgingly obeys God.  Led by the king, the 



Ninevites repent,  causing God to spare them.  Jonah is outraged, consumed by his self-



righteousness and racial hatred.




Even the animals wear sackcloth!



D.
God causes a vine to grow, shading Jonah, but the next day it dies.  God says that Jonah 



has no right to be angry (4:4, 9), and that mercy and grace are essential parts of His 



character.




Many cattle?  People who don’t know their left hand from the right?




How often do we feel smug satisfaction when someone “gets what he deserves”?




My unwillingness to extend grace shows just how little I understand my own depravity!
