First Corinthians: Tough Questions, Timely Answers
3/6/16: More on Marriage and Singleness – 1 Cor. 7:25-40

I.
Serving the Lord, Married or Single – 7:25-35


A.
Paul is continuing his discussion about Christians and _________________, in response to the



mistaken belief on the part of some in Corinth who taught that _________________ relations,




even between husband and wife, were _________________ – but see Prov. 5:15-20; Heb. 13:4.



B.
He acknowledges that he does not have a “Thus sayeth the Lord” or a _________________ from




God, but bases his words on his status as one who, by God’s mercy, is ________________ – 4:1-2.


C.
Throughout this entire chapter, Paul has been stating his preference for _________________ –




7:1, 7, 8. Now he explains why he believes this: it is NOT because sex is _________________



(even within marriage), nor because those who are celibate are somehow “_________________”



than others, but because of what he calls “the present _________________.”



D.
He repeats his earlier point about remaining in whatever _________________ you were in when




God called you – married or single, slave or free, etc. Still, he says, someone who is married is




naturally concerned about his/her _________________, but those who are single only have to be 



concerned with pleasing the _________________ – see also 2 Tim. 2:4.



E.
He also says that time is drawing ________________, and all Christians need to remember not to



 “sit too _________________” or get too _________________ in this world. We must not allow



ourselves to become too _________________ about worldly concerns – Matt. 6:25; Phil. 4:6.


II.
Some Final Thoughts about Marriage – 7:36-40


A.
This is a very difficult passage to _________________. We know Paul is addressing people who




are in the process of getting married, but we’re not sure of the exact _________________:



1.
Option A: those who were _________________ or betrothed, but not yet fully married.




2.
Option B: those living in some type of “_________________” marriage, under the same roof, 




but without having sexual relations.




3.
Option C: a father who is _________________ a marriage for his virgin daughter.



B.
Although we cannot know the specific audience, the _________________ is clear: If a man is




“fully convinced in his own _________________” that he should remain _________________



and celibate, then let him do so. Otherwise, Paul says, go ahead and get _________________.



C.
Some at Corinth who apparently considered themselves “hyper-________________” had been



falsely teaching that a widow must _________________ single. But Paul says that a widow is free



to _________________ if she wants to, as long as her new husband is a _________________.


D.
Or, he says, she can remain single and be more “_________________.” Either way, Paul says, he




is speaking as one who has the _________________ to guide him.
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Serving the Lord, Married or Single – 7:25-35


A.
Paul is continuing his discussion about Christians and marriage, in response to the mistaken 



belief on the part of some in Corinth who taught that sexual relations, even between husband 



and wife, were sinful – but see Prov. 5:15-20; Heb. 13:4.



B.
He acknowledges that he does not have a “Thus sayeth the Lord” or a command from God, but 



bases his words on his status as one who, by God’s mercy, is faithful – 4:1-2.



C.
Throughout this entire chapter, Paul has been stating his preference for singleness – 7:1, 7, 8. 



Now he explains why he believes this: it is NOT because sex is evil (even within marriage), nor 



because those who are celibate are somehow “holier” than others, but because of what he calls 



“the present crisis.”



D.
He repeats his earlier point about remaining in whatever circumstances you were in when God 



called you – married or single, slave or free, etc. Still, he says, someone who is married is 




naturally concerned about his/her spouse, but those who are single only have to be concerned 



with pleasing the Lord – see also 2 Tim. 2:4.



E.
He also says that time is drawing short, and all Christians need to remember not to “sit too deep” 



or get too comfortable in this world. We must not allow ourselves to become too anxious about



worldly concerns – Matt. 6:25; Phil. 4:6.


II.
Some Final Thoughts about Marriage – 7:36-40


A.
This is a very difficult passage to interpret. We know Paul is addressing people who are in the 



process of getting married, but we’re not sure of the exact situation:




1.
Option A: those who were engaged or betrothed, but not yet fully married.




2.
Option B: those living in some type of “spiritual” marriage, under the same roof, but without 




having sexual relations.




3.
Option C: a father who is arranging a marriage for his virgin daughter.



B.
Although we cannot know the specific audience, the message is clear: If a man is “fully convinced 



in his own mind” that he should remain single and celibate, then let him do so. Otherwise, Paul 



says, go ahead and get married.



C.
Some at Corinth who apparently considered themselves “hyper-spiritual” had been falsely 



teaching that a widow must remain single. But Paul says that a widow is free to remarry if she 



wants to, as long as her new husband is a believer.



D.
Or, he says, she can remain single and be more “blessed.” Either way, Paul says, he is speaking as 



one who has the Spirit to guide him.
