Investigators Bible Class: The Gospel According to Isaiah

Unto Us a Child is Born

I.
The People Walking in Darkness Have Seen a Great Light – Isaiah 9:1-5


A.
It was truly a time of national __________________ in Jerusalem and Judea. The shifting



__________________ alliances and constant __________________ threats, along with




government corruption, widespread evil, and the __________________ of the poor, 




meant a total lack of security, justice and peace for God’s people.



B.
Isaiah will describe four specific failures: __________________ (9:8-12); false teachers



(9:13-17); __________________ (9:18-21); __________________ against widows and

 


others without any protection (10:1-4). The prophet is looking for someone who will 




lead with humility, truth, righteousness, and justice, and bring __________________.


C.
The northern territory of __________________, including land owned by Zebulun and




Naphtali, was often the first to be __________________ by enemies. It was also a




center of great __________________. The region (“Galilee of the Gentiles”) was scorned 



by other Jews, especially those living in __________________.


D.
John the Baptist’s father __________________ quotes this passage in his prayer (Luke




1:67-79), giving thanks for God’s __________________ coming into the world – see




John 1:4-9; 8:12; Eph. 5:13-14. Matthew sees Jesus’ __________________ in Galilee as a 



further __________________ of this prophecy – Matt. 4:13-16.


II.
His Name Shall Be Called – Isaiah 9:6-7


A.
The opening “For” here is the climax of three __________________ God makes to deliver



His people: vs. 4, remembering __________________ and the defeat of the Midianites



 (Judg. 6-7); vs. 5, pledging to __________________ tools of war; vs. 6, anticipating the birth



of a new __________________ to reign on David’s throne – 2 Sam. 7:11b-16; Psa. 2; Matt.



1:1; 15:22; 20:30; Luke 1:32-33; Rom. 1:3 Rev. 5:5; 22:16.



B.
In Isaiah’s day, these promises were partially fulfilled through __________________, the



son of the wicked king Ahaz. Hezekiah was a __________________ man who loved God,




and a __________________ king who led the people in revival – 2 Chron. 29:1-31:21.


C.
These promises are __________________ fulfilled through Jesus, “the son of David.”




“Name” refers to His __________________ and true __________________.




1.
Wonder: Jesus __________________ people by what He said and did – Matt. 7:28-29.



2.
Counsel: Christ’s teaching and __________________ were from God – 1 Cor. 1:22-24.




3.
Warrior of God: He has __________________ all our enemies, inc. death – 2 Tim. 1:10.



4.
Father of Eternity: We have full __________________ in the future – 2 Cor. 4:16-18.




5.
Prince of Peace:  “Shalom” refers to restored __________________, possible only 




through Jesus – Isa. 2:1-5; 11:1-9; 65:17-25; John 14:27; 16:33; Rom. 5:1-5.



D.
God alone can __________________ this; in Christ, it is __________________ – John 19:30.
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I.
The People Walking in Darkness Have Seen a Great Light – Isaiah 9:1-5


A.
It was truly a time of national darkness in Jerusalem and Judea. The shifting political 



alliances and constant military threats, along with government corruption, widespread evil, 



and the oppression of the poor, meant a total lack of security, justice and peace for God’s 



people.


B.
Isaiah will describe four specific failures: pride (9:8-12); false teachers (9:13-17); wickedness 



(9:18-21); injustice against widows and others without any protection (10:1-4). The prophet 



is looking for someone who will lead with humility, truth, righteousness, and justice, and 



bring shalom.


C.
The northern territory of Galilee, including land owned by Zebulun and Naphtali, was often 



the first to be invaded by enemies. It was also a center of great idolatry. The region (“Galilee 



of the Gentiles”) was scorned by other Jews, especially those living in Jerusalem.


D.
John the Baptist’s father Zechariah quotes this passage in his prayer (Luke 1:67-79), giving 



thanks for God’s Light coming into the world – see John 1:4-9; 8:12; Eph. 5:13-14. Matthew 



sees Jesus’ ministry in Galilee as a further fulfillment of this prophecy – Matt. 4:13-16.

II.
His Name Shall Be Called – Isaiah 9:6-7


A.
The opening “For” here is the climax of three promises God makes to deliver His people: vs. 



4, remembering Gideon and the defeat of the Midianites (Judg. 6-7); vs. 5, pledging to




destroy tools of war; vs. 6, anticipating the birth of a new king to reign on David’s throne – 



2 Sam. 7:11b-16; Psa. 2; Matt. 1:1; 15:22; 20:30; Luke 1:32-33; Rom. 1:3 Rev. 5:5; 22:16.


B.
In Isaiah’s day, these promises were partially fulfilled through Hezekiah, the son of the 



wicked king Ahaz. Hezekiah was a righteous man who loved God, and a good king who led 



the people in revival – 2 Chron. 29:1-31:21.


C.
These promises are ultimately fulfilled through Jesus, “the son of David.” “Name” refers to 



His character and true identity.




1.
Wonder: Jesus amazed people by what He said and did – Matt. 7:28-29.




2.
Counsel: Christ’s teaching and wisdom were from God – 1 Cor. 1:22-24.




3.
Warrior of God: He has defeated all our enemies, inc. death – 2 Tim. 1:10.




4.
Father of Eternity: We have full confidence in the future – 2 Cor. 4:16-18.




5.
Prince of Peace:  “Shalom” refers to restored relationships, possible only through Jesus –





Isa. 2:1-5; 11:1-9; 65:17-25; John 14:27; 16:33; Rom. 5:1-5.



D.
God alone can accomplish this; in Christ, it is finished – John 19:30.
