Investigators Bible Study: Feasts & Festival of Israel
Firstfruits (Yom ha’Bikkurim) – Sundown, Saturday, April 4, 2015

I.
Historical Background – Lev. 23:9-14


A.
Firstfruits was a relatively minor festival which became much more _________________ in the



NT. It fell on the day after the _________________ of Passover week, so it was always on the



_________________ day of the week. It also began counting up the _________________ days



until Pentecost ( Shavuot).



B.
The OT commanded the Jews to bring the _________________ part (reishith) of any harvest as



an _________________ – Exod. 23:16, 19; 34:22, 26; Deut. 8:8. This festival celebrates the




_________________ harvest, which was the first crop of the year, ripening in early spring.



C.
The first sheaves to ripen would be _________________ with a special cord and later cut and



brought to the _________________. They would _________________ (Deut. 26:1-10; Psa. 30),



and the priest would _________________ the grain as an offering. This dedicated the entire



harvest and brought God’s _________________ on all – Prov. 3:9-10.



D.
Other significant Biblical events on or about this date:




1.
the _________________ came to rest on Mt. Ararat – Gen. 8:4




2.
the Israelites passed through the _________________ Sea – Exod. 14:21-31




3.
the _________________ stopped after 40 years – Josh. 5:10-12




4.
Naomi and Ruth arrive in _________________ – Ruth 1:22




5.
King Hezekiah’s men finished _________________ the Temple – 2 Chron. 29:15-19




6.
God _________________ the Jews in the days of Queen Esther – Esther 3:12-7:10


II.
Firstfruits in the NT


A.
The image of _________________ is often used to describe the fruit of a Godly life (Rom. 1:13;



2 Cor. 9:10; Gal. 6:9; Heb. 12:11; James 3:18). Jesus especially used it to talk about the final



_________________ – Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43; Mark 4:26-29. He also spoke of the need for



_________________ to bring in the harvest – Matt. 9:35-38; Luke 10:1-2; John 4:35-38.



B.
Jesus also said that unless a kernel of grain _________________, it cannot produce fruit –




John 12:23-24, 32.



C.
He was _________________ to life on the first day of week during Passover (Matt. 28:1), at the



same time the Firstfruit offerings were being presented at the Temple. Rabbi Paul says that Jesus



is the “Firstfruits of those raised from the _________________” – 1 Cor. 15:20-26.



D.
The Holy Spirit is the “Firstfruit” of our _________________ – Rom. 8:23. Early believers in Jesus 



bring God’s _________________ to all – Rom. 11:16; 16:5; 1 Cor.  16:15; 2 Thess. 2:13;




James 1:17-18. It also describes Jewish believers who remain _________________ and pure 



during the _________________ – Rev. 14:4.
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I.
Historical Background – Lev. 23:9-14


A.
Firstfruits was a relatively minor festival which became much more significant in the NT. It fell on 



the day after the Sabbath of Passover week, so it was always on the first day of the week. It also 



began counting up the 50 days until Pentecost ( Shavuot).


B.
The OT commanded the Jews to bring the first part (reishith) of any harvest as an offering – 



Exod. 23:16, 19; 34:22, 26; Deut. 8:8. This festival celebrates the barley harvest, which was the 



first crop of the year, ripening in early spring.



(Deut. 8:8 – wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, dates/honey)



C.
The first sheaves to ripen would be tied with a special cord and later cut and brought to the 



Temple. They would worship (Deut. 26:1-10; Psa. 30), and the priest would wave the grain as an 



offering. This dedicated the entire harvest and brought God’s blessing on all – Prov. 3:9-10.


D.
Other significant Biblical events on or about this date:




1.
the Ark came to rest on Mt. Ararat – Gen. 8:4




2.
the Israelites passed through the Red Sea – Exod. 14:21-31




3.
the manna stopped after 40 years – Josh. 5:10-12




4.
Naomi and Ruth arrive in Bethlehem – Ruth 1:22




5.
King Hezekiah’s men finished purifying the Temple – 2 Chron. 29:15-19




6.
God delivered the Jews in the days of Queen Esther – Esther 3:12-7:10

II.
Firstfruits in the NT


A.
The image of harvest is often used to describe the fruit of a Godly life (Rom. 1:13; 2 Cor. 9:10; 



Gal. 6:9; Heb. 12:11; James 3:18). Jesus especially used it to talk about the final judgment – 



Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43; Mark 4:26-29. He also spoke of the need for workers to bring in the 




harvest – Matt. 9:35-38; Luke 10:1-2; John 4:35-38.


B.
Jesus also said that unless a kernel of grain dies, it cannot produce fruit – John 12:23-24, 32.


C.
He was raised to life on the first day of week during Passover (Matt. 28:1), at the same time the 



Firstfruit offerings were being presented at the Temple. Rabbi Paul says that Jesus is the 



“Firstfruits of those raised from the dead” – 1 Cor. 15:20-26.


D.
We also read that the Holy Spirit is the “Firstfruit” of our adoption – Rom. 8:23. Early believers in 



Jesus bring God’s blessing to all – Rom. 11:16; 16:5; 1 Cor.  16:15; 2 Thess. 2:13; James 1:17-18. It




also describes Jewish believers who remain faithful  and pure during the Tribulation – Rev. 14:4.
