Investigators – The Book of Hebrews: Son, Savior, Shepherd
God’s Final Word – 1:1-4

I.
Authorship, Date & Purpose of Hebrews


A.
The author and the audience of Hebrews are both _________________ to us. Some tradition



suggests it was written by _________________, but both the _________________ as well as




some of the content are very unlike Paul – see Heb. 2:3; but see also 13:23.


B.
So, if not Paul, then who DID write it? My best guess is _________________ (Acts 18:24-28),




but this is only speculation. Other suggestions include _________________ & Aquila, Luke,



Barnabas, or Silas. Origen, a church leader from the early to mid-200s, said the author was 



known only to _________________.



C.
Hebrews is a letter that reads more like a sermon, without the usual _________________ 




greetings. The audience seems to have been _________________ believers in Jesus, perhaps 



in ________________, who were being tempted to _________________ Jesus and abandon




their _________________ – 7:27; 8:5, 13; 13:24. It was probably written around AD 60-65.

II.
Structure and Theme


A.
Hebrews has _________________ main sections:



1.
1:1-10:18 – The _________________ of Christ over prophets, angels, Moses, Joshua,





Aaron and other priests, with a superior _________________, sanctuary and service.




2.
10:19-13:21 – Various _________________, _________________ and warnings.



B.
Two very frequently used words are “_________________” and “_________________,”



emphasizing Jesus’ ministry and _________________, and the _________________ that He




brings – 1:4; 5:9; 6:2; 7:19, 22; 8:6; 9:12, 14, 15, 23; 10:34; 11:16, 35; 12:24; 13:20.



C.
Other themes include the believer’s status as part of a _________________, being part of a




shared heritage, family, calling, suffering, salvation, and _________________ – 10:19-25; 




also note the emphasis on God’s ________________ of those He loves – 2:17-18; 5:8-9; 12:4-11.

III.
God’s Final Word – 1:1-4


A.
The book opens with a reminder that, in the past, God spoke “at many _________________




and in various ways.” These would include _________________, visions, signs, angels, direct



_________________ – even once through a _________________!



B.
But NOW, God has spoken _________________ and for _________________ through His




Son, who is both the _________________ and the Sustainer of creation – Psa. 104:27-30;




Col. 1:15-20. He calls Jesus the _________________ of God’s glory, His exact representation.




He uses the Greek word charakter, which can mean either a coin _________________ or the




coin it produces. Jesus does not just have some god-like features; He truly IS God!


C.
When His work was done, Jesus _________________ _________________ – 10:11-12; 12:2.
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God’s Final Word – 1:1-4


I.
Authorship, Date & Purpose of Hebrews


A.
The author and the audience of Hebrews are both unknown to us. Some tradition suggests it was 



written by Paul, but both the style as well as some of the content are very unlike Paul – see Heb. 



2:3; but see also 13:23.


B.
So, if not Paul, then who DID write it? My best guess is Apollos (Acts 18:24-28), but this is only 



speculation. Other suggestions include Priscilla & Aquila, Luke, Barnabas, or Silas. Origen, a 



church leader from the early to mid-200s, said the author was known only to God.



C.
Hebrews is a letter that reads more like a sermon, without the usual personal greetings. The 



audience seems to have been Jewish believers in Jesus, perhaps in Rome, who were being 



tempted to reject Jesus and abandon their faith – 7:27; 8:5, 13; 13:24. It was probably written 



around AD 60-65.


II.
Structure and Theme


A.
Hebrews has two main sections:




1.
1:1-10:18 – The superiority of Christ over prophets, angels, Moses, Joshua, Aaron and other 




priests, with a superior sacrifice, sanctuary and service.




2.
10:19-13:21 – Various exhortations, encouragements and warnings.


B.
Two very frequently used words are “better” and “eternal,” emphasizing Jesus’ ministry and 



service, and the blessings that He brings – 1:4; 5:9; 6:2; 7:19, 22; 8:6; 9:12, 14, 15, 23; 10:34; 



11:16, 35; 12:24; 13:20.


C.
Other themes include the believer’s status as part of a community, being part of a shared 



heritage, family, calling, suffering, salvation, and inheritance – 10:19-25; also note the emphasis 



on God’s discipline of those He loves – 2:17-18; 5:8-9; 12:4-11.

III.
God’s Final Word – 1:1-4


A.
The book opens with a reminder that, in the past, God spoke “at many times and in various 



ways.” These would include dreams, visions, signs, angels, direct revelation – even once through 



a donkey!


B.
But NOW, God has spoken once and for all through His Son, who is both the Heir and the 



Sustainer of creation – Psa. 104:27-30; Col. 1:15-20. He calls Jesus the radiance of God’s glory, His 



exact representation. He uses the Greek word charakter, which can mean either a coin stamp or 



the coin it produces. Jesus does not just have some god-like features; He truly IS God!


C.
When His work was done, Jesus sat down – 10:11-12; 12:2; Psa. 110:1; Acts 2:33-34; Rom. 8:34.
